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     There’s always something happening 

at the Frankfort Township Building.  

     It’s a busy place. On any given day, 

people stop here to shop in the food pan-

try, borrow medical equipment from the 

nurse’s closet or participate in our many 

programs for senior citizens.    

     That’s a lot of activity. To get it all 

done, the township relies on a group of 

very special people: our many dedicated 

volunteers. Our programs wouldn’t be 

nearly as successful without them.  

     Our food pantry, for example, is not 

funded by tax payers. It runs on donations 

from the public and the work of our vol-

unteers.  

     Many of people who help us are here 

several days each week, like Birgie 

Bergeson, who is saluted in this issue of 

the Frankfort Township Trails. They or-

ganize the offerings in the food pantry. 

They unload deliveries. They even slip 

into Santa suits and visit with the children 

during the township’s annual Christmas 

party. When we need them, they are there.  

     Some volunteer their time, and others 

make financial donations voluntarily. 

Their contributions keep our food pantry 

well-stocked and allow us to distribute 

some store gift cards to people who are in 

need. When the township receives a cash 

donation, 100 percent of the money is 

used to help others. There simply are no 

administrative costs at all.  

     So thank you, volunteers. We appreci-

ate you.  And we truly couldn’t do it all 

without you.  
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     Stop by the food pantry any day of the week and 

you’ll probably see Birgie Bergeson, one of Frankfort 

Township’s most active volunteers.  

     “He does everything,” said Jodi Gallagher-Dilling, 

the pantry’s director. “He is like the supervisor of our 

pantry.” 

     Bergeson, who will be 89 on April 13, is retired 

from the Argonne National Laboratory in Lemont. 

But he never seems to slow down. One afternoon a few 

weeks ago, he was taking boxes of instant oatmeal and 

dividing the packets into portions to be given to the peo-

ple who shop at the pantry. 

     He began volunteering at the township after a rela-

tive suggested that he might enjoy it.  

     “I needed something to do,” Bergeson said.  

     Although he truly enjoys the work, he has another 

reason for coming day after day. 

     “I like the people here,” he said. “They’re good peo-

ple.” 

     And the feeling is 

mutual. Bergeson is 

one of the most popu-

lar volunteers, Galla-

gher-Dilling said.  

     “We all love him,” 

she said. “He is every-

one's best friend.” 

     Thank you, Birgie.       

V O L U N T E E R S :  A  G I F T  T O  T H E  C O MM U N I T Y  

S P R I N G  AW A K E N I N G :  T H E  P O S S U M S  A N D  R A C C O O N S  R E T U R N  

During the past few months, pos-

sums, raccoons and other wildlife 

have been keeping a low profile. 

They’ve been hiding in their win-

ter homes and staying out of 

sight. But that is beginning to 

change, Frankfort Township Animal Control Officer 

Karen Zobjeck said. As the weather becomes warmer, 

the animals are waking up and beginning to look for 

food. Because they are more visible, some residents 

have been concerned. They’ve seen possums on their 

decks or near garbage cans, and they have called Zob-

jeck, wondering what to do.  

     The township does not handle nuisance wildlife.      

But residents should make sure that their own pets 

have up-to-date rabies vaccinations, Zobjeck said.  

     “We already had a bat in a house this year where 

the cat’s vaccination had not been updated,” Zobjeck 

said. “And the cat was playing with the live bat. Was 

the cat bitten? We don’t know. Now the cat must be 

quarantined at home and placed on a watch list.” 

     Many people believe their pets are safe if they do 

not go outside. But wildlife — like the bat — can get 

into a house, Zobjeck said.  

     Once spring truly arrives, it’s a good time to make 

sure your home doesn’t have somewhere for a pos-

sum or a raccoon to live. They often make their 

homes under decks or sheds, Zobjeck said. So it’s a 

good idea to seal off any possible entrance.  

     And if you see one of the animals on your prop-

erty that has not wandered away after a few days, 

contact a certified licensed expert who handles ser-

vices to remove wildlife. 
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     The Chicago Lighthouse, a non-profit organiza-

tion that works with the blind and visually impaired, 

is bringing a showcase of helpful 

products to display at the township 

from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. on April 

30, 2014. 

     The open-house style show will 

offer demonstrations and explana-

tions of a variety of items to use 

everyday, said Sandra Valentino, a 

project manager at the Lighthouse. 

Tom Perski, a Lighthouse senior vice president, will be 

among the staffers who will assist anyone who visits the 

showcase.  

     Some of the products are inexpensive kitchen tools 

such as strainers or spatulas. 

     “They are larger and easier to use,” Valentino said.  

      There also will be new devices such as the Prodigi, 

a device that magnifies printed material and  also has 

the capability to read text aloud.  

     For information on the show, call (800) 919-3375.  

L E A R N  A B O U T  N E W  P R O D U C T S  F O R  T H E  B L I N D  A N D  V I S U A L LY  I M P A I R E D  

M O K E N A  S E N I O R S  C L U B :  A  L O C A L  T R A D I T I O N  

     On a sunny day in the middle of March, the mem-

bers of the Mokena Seniors Club lingered over 

corned beef sandwiches, their St. Patrick’s Day treat.  

     The games would begin soon. “This side plays 

Pinochle,” Mary Bucher of Frankfort explained, 

pointing toward one group of tables in the commu-

nity room of the Frankfort Township Building. “The 

other plays Bunco.” 

     But they weren’t ready to start. There was the lit-

tle matter of dessert, for one thing, and they also had 

to say the Pledge of Allegiance.  But they weren’t 

ready for either one just yet.  

    “First we discuss the news of the world,” said Dee 

Snyder of Mokena, kidding  a little.  After the busi-

ness part of the meeting, they would celebrate mile-

stones and special occasions.  

     “The birthdays for March are Alice and Rita,” an-

nounced Violet Tolsky of Mokena, longtime presi-

dent of the group. Everyone immediately began sing-

ing “Happy Birthday,” a few people chuckling as 

they fit both of the names into the song.  

     The Mokena Seniors Club started more than 30 

years ago at local church, Tolsky explained. In the 

beginning, the group met on Saturdays. “But that 

made it hard if there was a wedding or a funeral, so 

we switched to Thursdays,” she said. In the begin-

ning, there were about 80 members. That’s changed 

as the years have passed, but the friendly group is 

always looking for new people to join them.  

     “Anyone who is retirement age is invited to 

come,” Tolsky said. 

“Anyone who is 55 and 

older.” Marjorie Tagliavia 

of Mokena nodded in 

agreement. “We do need 

more members,” she said. 

For more information 

about the club, its meetings 

and activities, call Violet Tolsky: (708) 479-6760.  
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         Dial-A-Ride is a great way to travel Frankfort 

Township. The door-to-door service is inexpensive 

for everyone to use.  

     But it’s also a lot of fun.  

     The drivers who work for Frankfort Township 

Transportation Manager George Tolsky make a point 

of getting to know the people who ride with them. 

And they enjoy taking good care of their riders. 

     “If it’s raining outside, the guys will bring their 

own umbrellas to make sure everyone stays dry,” Tol-

sky said.  

     Many of the riders go to the same places week af-

ter week. So the township’s eight drivers quickly 

learn their schedules, likes and dislikes.  

     Just ask Sharon Shelinski of Frankfort Township. 

When she made the decision not to drive anymore, 

she was delighted to find Dial-A-Ride.  

     “I’m telling you, it’s great. Everybody is so nice 

— especially Mike Lobraco, one of the drivers. He 

helps me get in and out,” Shelinski said. “All of the 

drivers — they are not just nice, they are extra nice.” 

     As Lobraco drove Shelinski to her hair dresser on 

a recent Friday, they chatted about each other’s lives 

and the news of the day. When they arrived at her 

stop, Lobraco reminded Shelinski to be careful leav-

ing that particular van because it was a little taller 

than the others.  

     After Lobraco took Shelinski to her destination, he 

headed to the home of Karen Randolph.  

     “She’s going to the doctor today,” Lobraco said, 

checking a list. “Normally she goes to volunteer at 

the children’s museum.” 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Randolph is also a fan. “It’s a great service,” she said, 

smiling.  To learn more about the Dial-A-Ride and 

how it can help you get around, call (815) 806-2767.  

Driver Mike Lobraco lends a hand to 

Sharon Shelinski as she exits the van. 

Karen Randolph uses Dial-A-Ride to 

get to her doctor’s appointments and to 

her job as a volunteer.  


